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would have divided the Internet into
the Federal Communications Gom isslon put forward a
new plan on Thursday. i B3
er approach, the commission sl 88#ims to be leaning to- -
ward creating a two-tiered sysbem that could discriminate
against smalier companies and restrict consumer choice,. ...
meFC.C.hasbeenmmng&n-ymmeomeup
with rules to prevent phone and cable companies from
blocking or interfering with Internet contént. Last month,
the chairman of the agency, Tom Wheeler, appeared to '
throw in the towel when he proposed regiiatians that
would have allowed telecommunicatigns’ compéanies .t
‘strike deals with firms like ietflix and Amazon for faster
delivery of their videps andliger data to consumers.

Then, on Thursday, the egamission voted 3 to 2 along
party lines to tonsiier swosgitions. Under the first option,
the F.C.C. worlld' auine cable and phion #'oonganhs t0..
provide their bsgbactibers a basic level of unfet-
tered Internet seeviog: Bt as long as that condition is
met.telecommWa]soheahletodmgehum— :
nesses like Netflix foasito deliver theh- movm faster to
consumers than others. '

Underthesecondopdmﬂlewmismnwmﬂdre-
classify broadband as’a telecommunications service, a.km
to a'public l.mlity That would allow for more stringent reg-.
ulation that could prévent companies like Verizon and
mmm_wsmmmblemmm
crimination. Many consumer advocates like Public Knowl-
edge-and legal scholars like Tim Wu pf Columbia Law
Wﬁhmdm

than its earlis -

2 tlﬁsopuon,wmchhasmmyopponentsamongmamh

“ option seriously if they want to make sure Americans ;-

dvetoscrhnponbasich sribed Miternet weivice i e -
der to encourage compames like Appl'e or Gongie whu:h
owns YouTube, to pay fees for premium delivery. Mr.
Wheeler said on Thursday that he doesn’t want the Inm—
net “divided into ‘haves’ and ‘have-hot& * but that's a- |
actly what would happen if the n creates a rag-
ulatory distinction between basic and premium offerings.
Thecomnnsslanwmldbeonmwdrmorewlidgrouﬂi
if it decided to classify broadband Internet'service as.g ‘-
utility. Mr. Wheeiernasnabeenverymmnmsucam<

T

in Washirigton, particularly Reépublicans who usuaily
yimdeep-pocketedphomandcablemmpa:ﬂaonwn QK
versial regulatory matters: But the chairman and the otl¢
ertwoDenmmmmeeommjsmonhavemmsﬂerm

access lawful content on the Internet without restrietion.” ; .-,‘ ;
: M:Wheelerhassaidhewantstoaﬂcpthl!mlu

the end of the year. But'the F.C.C. should take more:

it needs to, as one I ranccomnnsmm,tesa#

Rosenworcel, has These rules are too impee-'

* tamt to rush through.
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